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St. Paul The Apostle Church 
Celestial Windows to be featured on 
PBS

Posted: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 4:00 am 

For centuries, artists have created stained glass windows for churches to tell stories about their faith, to create 
beautiful places of worship and for people to experience a silent communication between God and themselves as 
they gaze upon the artist's work and its message, which speaks to them.

Located across the street from Johnson Space Center and established in 1964 to minister to the people moving into 
Clear Lake to work on the Apollo Program, St. Paul the Apostle Church was in 2009, in the process of building its 
new church. Fittingly, the theme for building their new church was entitled, "THE HEAVENS DECLARE THE GLORY 
OF GOD."

The liturgical designer, Rolf Rohn from Rohn & 
Associates Design, Inc. collaborated with the building 
committee and Peter's Glass from Paderborn, Germany 
to create the windows that would become known as our 
Celestial Windows. Studying images from the Hubble 
Telescope, it was decided that the photos from the Orion 
Nebula and Omega-Swan Nebula would be the model to 
create the upper windows of the church. Peter's Glass, 
using a new method to create art on windows, would take 
actual photos from NASA and copy them onto large 
panes of glass to create the six huge windows inside St. 
Paul Church. Desiring to add sacred art to the windows 
above the altar, Rohn's artists added the dove 
representing the Holy Spirit and the seven tongues of fire 
symbolizing the descent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost 
and the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. The angels to the 
right and left of the Holy Spirit window are to reflect the 
different ages and nationalities of our multi-cultural 
parish.

The inspiration for the Creation Window in St. Paul's 
narthex was taken from the Apollo 8 mission. It was in 
1968 that St. Paul parishioner and astronaut, William 
Anders took the first colored photo of earth, as it appears 
in space. The photo is famously known as "Earthrise." In 
a live historic broadcast on Christmas Eve, the 
astronauts took turns reading from the book of Genesis, 
"In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth." Another photograph taken from the Apollo 
missions was used to create the glass, specifically 
showing our beloved Gulf Coast and city of Houston. 

16RecommendRecommend

Home News Sports Living Opinion Photos Celebrations HerEntertainment Obituaries Contact Us Careers at HCN Tuesday July 7, 2015

HERE Houston Health News Calendar Weddings & Engagements Share Your Photos With The Community 101 Houston

Page 1 of 3St. Paul The Apostle Church Celestial Windows to be featured on PBS - Your Houston News: Living

7/7/2015http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/bay_area/living/st-paul-the-apostle-church-celestial-windows-to-be-featured/a...



Business Spotlight 
CCA STAR Scholarship

www.startournament.org

In hopes of luring more Texas youth to the sport of 
fishing, the CCA Texas STAR scholarship division 
offers a total of 10 scholarships in increments of 

$20,000 and $50,000. STAR participants from ages 
6-17, who catch the largest Flounder, Sheepshead, or 

Gafftop will be awarded a $50,000 college 
scholarship. To find out more about the CCA Texas 
STAR tournament visit: www.startournament.org.
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Rohn’s artists were able to add the moon and a galaxy. 
These 3, the earth, moon and universe, are our glorious 
heavens that God created and man accomplished 
bringing these heavens into view in our lifetime.

HoustonPBS / Ch. 8 will feature these windows and the 
designer in their show “Arts InSight” on Thursday night at 
7:00pm, December 19, 2013.

Posted in Living on Wednesday, November 20, 2013 4:00 am. 

16RecommendRecommend

Comments Facebook

Forgot?

Screen Name or Email

Password

Or, use your linked account: 

Welcome to the discussion.

Login

facebook 

google 

yahoo 

Page 2 of 3St. Paul The Apostle Church Celestial Windows to be featured on PBS - Your Houston News: Living

7/7/2015http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/bay_area/living/st-paul-the-apostle-church-celestial-windows-to-be-featured/a...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<


    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>



    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>


    /SKY <>

    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


